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spirits against the cold potion; and Cato, before he durst
give the fatal stroke, spent part of the night in reading
the immortality of Plato, thereby confirming his wavering
hand unto the animosity of that attempt.

"It is the heaviest stone that melancholy can throw at
a man, to tell him he is at the end of his nature ; or that
there is no further state to come, unto which this seems
progressional, and otherwise made in vain : without this
accomplishment, the natural expectation and desire of such
a state were but a fallacy in nature: unsatisfied consider-
ators would quarrel at the justness of the constitution, and
rest content that Adam had fallen lower, whereby, by
knowing no other original, and deeper ignorance of them-
selves, they might have enjoyed the happiness of inferiour
creatures, who in tranquillity possess their constitutions, as
having not the apprehension to deplore their own natures;
. and being framed below the circumference of these hopes
of cognition of better things, the wisdom of God hath ne-
cessitated their contentment. But the superiour ingre-
dient and obscured part of ourselves, whereto all present
felicities afford no resting contentment, will be able, at last,
to tell us we are more than our present selves; and eva-
cuate such hopes in the fruition of their own accomplish-
ments."

To his treatise on urn-burial, was added the Garden of
Cyrus, or the quincunxial Lozenge, or network Plantation
of the Ancients, artificially, naturally, mystically, consi-
dered. This discourse he begins with the Sacred Garden,
in which the first man was placed; and deduces the prac-
tice of horticulture, from the earliest accounts of antiquity
to the time of the Persian Cyrus, the first man whom we
actually know to have planted a quincunx; which, how-
ever, our author is inclined to believe of longer date, and
not only discovers it in the description of the hanging gar-
dens of Babylon, but seems willing to believe, and to per-
suade his reader, that it was practised by the feeders on
vegetables before the flood.

Some of the most pleasing performances have been pro-
duced by learning and genius, exercised upon subjects of